
Red billed or black billed 

gull?
How to tell them apart

By Phil Crutchley of Birds Canterbury/West Coast





But what about juveniles or non-breeding birds?

Both Red Billed



Immature red billed

Heavier beak, brown wing feathers

Immature Black Billed

Grey wing feathers









Immature Black Billed

Black tipped wing feathers



Immature red billed with white ‘windows’ on wing tip 

feathers



White morph red billed gull.  Long beak.
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